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of the truthful, the sincere, the Christ-like; and what
will any other sort of communion avail, if we be not
within that pale, outside which alone there is no salva-
tion ? God is not deaf to the cries of our pupilage,
but reads those depths and implications of our desires
that are hidden from ourselves. He strips the childish
and transitory form from the precious substance of
our prayer, and when we think that all is lost we
suddenly find that all is gained.

2. THE CLERGY

Far more than the onslaughts of historical and philo-
sophical criticism is the mental and moral character
of the clerical class the cause of unbelief in Catholic
countries. Where the people have been for centuries
educated to take their religion on authority, passively,
and in no sense to acquiesce or verify it for them-
selves actively, the discrediting of the witness in respect
to his intelligence or his trustworthiness involves of
necessity the contempt of his message. And this
witness in Catholic countries is not the Pope, in his
abstract, theological aspect, as the inheritor of Peter's
prerogatives; nor is it that other theological entity,
called the Universal Church or the Ecumenical Council;
but it is the priests, the clergy, with whom the people
come in contact, and from whom they receive, thus
passively, their religious tradition. But when these
priests are felt to become, relatively, more and more
uneducated and alien to the general culture every
day; when criticism convicts them over and over
again of the most monstrous credulity, superstition,
and unintelligence; when they are found to be un-